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Thank you very much, I om appreciative of the privilege
that General Smith has, offered me, to come over here and make a fcw
remarks to this organizaulona I an, naturally, very much intereste
in it.

When I became President ~- 1f you don't mind me reminiscing
a little bit -~ there was no concentrotion of infornction for the
benefit of the President. Rach department and eoch orgonization
had its own information service, and that information service was
welled off from every other service in such a mammer that whenever
it was necessary for the President to have iInformation, he had to :
send to two or three departments to get it, and then he would have - .
to have somebody df a little digging to get it. :

The affairs of the Presidential Office, so far as infor-
rnotion was concerncd, were in such shepe that 1t was necessary for
.1a¢, when I took over the Office, to read a stack of documents that
high, and 1t tool me three months to get caught up.

Only two people around the White House really knew what
was going on in the military alffeirs department, and they were
Admiral Leahy and Admiral Brown. I would tolk to them every
morning and try to get all the informetion I could. And finally
one morning I had a conversation with Admiral Lealy, and suggested
4o him that there should be a Central Intelligence Agency, for the -
Yenefit of the vhole government s well as for the bencfit of the
President, so he .could be informed. .

And the Admiral and I proceeded to try to work out a
nrogram. It has worked very successfully. W. have an intelligence
irformation service now that I think is not inferior to any in
the world.

We have the C.nbrel Intelligence Agency, and all the intels:
lisence information agencies in all the rest of the departments of i:
the government, coordinated by that Coentral Intelligence Agency.
This agency puts the information of vital importance to the Presi-
dznt in his hands. IHe has to know what is golng on everywhere at
home and abroad, so that he can intelligently make the decislons
that are necessary to keep the govermment running.

I don't think anyone realizes the irmensity of the‘prob-

It vas my privilege a fcw days ago Lo brief the Gcncral

“smo is going to take over the Office on the 20th day of January,

and he was rather appalled at all that the President needs to know Y' .
in order to. reach decisions -- cven domcstic decisions. )

H: must know exactly what is implied by what he dous.
The President makes & decision cvery day that can affect anyvhere L |
from 100 million to & billion and a half people. It is a tremen- o .
dous responsibility. ‘ o

And I don't think many of you realize the positlon in which o
this great country is, in this day and age.

V.. are at the top, end the leader of the frec world --
sonething that we did not anticipate, something that we did not want,
but something that hos been forced on us, It is a responsibility
wizieh we should have agssumed in 1920. Ve did not assume it then.

Ve have ‘o assume it now, because 1t has agaln been Lnrust on us.
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Cmanner that will prevent a third world war -~ which would mean the

- for the President to know every morning. I am bricfcd every day‘oniii
- all the world, on everything that takes place from one cnd of the

scervice which I received 'as the Chief Executive of the greatest

. the successor to him, can carry on as if no elecction had ever

.ng1nﬂ this President -~ this new President -- more informetion

PN

-2 .
It is our duty, under Heaven, to continue that leadership in the
end of eivilization. The weapons of destruction have become so IR
poweriul and so terrible that we can't even think of another all- R

out var, It would then bring into the war not only the fighting
men ~- the people who are trained as fighters -- but the whole

. civilian population of every country involved would be more thor-

oughly ecxposcd to death and destructlon than would the men at the
front,

That is what we have to think about carefully. You are e
the organization, you are the intelligence arm that keeps the s i
Executive informed so he can make decisions that always will be in "'

“the public interest for his own country, hoping always that it will St
- pave the fret world from involvement with the totalitarian countries ﬂ,;} S

in an all—out war -- o terrible thing to contemplate.

Those of youlwho are decp in the Ccntral Intelligence
Agency know what goes on around the world -- know what is necessary

world to the other, all the way around -~ by both the poles and the

other way. It is necessary that you make that contribution for the

welfare and benefit of your government.
’ . \

I came over here to tell you how appreciative I am of the :

Nation in the history of the world. You may not know it, but the ;
Presldential Office is thc most powerful Office that has ever N

-existed in the history of this great world of ours. Genghis Khan,. . - {f”fJJL'é'

Augustus Cacsar, great Ndapoleon Bonaparte, or Louis Fourtcenth =«: - ! f:'f‘;*‘-
or any other of the great leaders and executives of the world -- .. .
can't cven compare with what the President of the United States =~ = ¢
himself is responsible for, when he makes a decision. It is an j ne
Officq-that is without parallel 'in the history of the world. o

That is the principal reason vhy I am so anxious that
it be o continuing proposition, and that the successor to me, ond -

talken place. . o
That is the prospect that we are faced with now. Iam

than any other President ever had when he went into Office,

You gentlemen -- and ladies -- arc contributing to that = .
ebility of mine to be able to do that. I am extremely thankful '~ 7 . o
%o you. I think it is good that some of you have found out just. - .70 .-+
exactly what a tremendous organization Intelligence has to be in ... = . " L
this day ond age. You can't run the government without it, “;A_,Lf‘("

Kcep up the good work. And when my succcssor takes over,’
I want you to give him Just the same loyal service that you have . R
given me, and then thc country will go forward as. 1t qhould. R

Thank you very much. o f“‘“:fﬁ’ff7ﬁgiff
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Remarks: Herewlith, is spe of these very rare
exceptions--t» th- gereral rule that the
Historical Staff, 0/DCI, does mot remsve and
collect srigimal archival dscuments from their
established file locatiomg: this rare dscument
(original in mimeeo form), wh_ich Celenel Groegan
sbtained from sme of his friends in the White
House in November 1982, a few weeks after he
had replsced Cslomel Hanser as A/DCI/PA and as
Chief, Historical Staff. 2 et

The srigimal »f this most interestinghrep@rt
was ordered kept, per ais imstructisms, in the
HS files, with his characteristic nmotatish:
"File. 8JG"

Pleasant memories of sur CIA's "daddy"--HST.
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